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This fifth report of Aurora: Alternative Growth
Patterns is the Aurora Land Use Plan prepared in
compliance with and under the guidelines of the

‘North Carolina Coastal Area Management Act of 1974,

The primary purpose of this plan is the identifica-
tion and analysis of major land use issues which

the town will face in the next ten yeéars, the de~
velopment of land use goals, objectives and criteria
for dealing with those issues and alternative
approaches to the management of the growth which

is projected to occur in the Aurora area.

AURORA TOWN BOARD:. This report was published by the School of
Grace Bonner, Mayor . Design, North Carolina State University.
Joseph-A. Paul Funded by Coastal Plains Regional Commission
Joseph Galloway ' Grant number T/514/4230-00/41-00/253-01.

Joe Lee Hollowell _ Address all inquiries to: Randy-Hester,
Malcolm P. Rowe : 205 Brooks Hall, North Carolina State

University, Raleigh, NC 27607.

" This data is the result of tax-supported
research and as such is not copyrightable.
It may be freely reprinted with the
customary crediting of the source.
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"THE LAND USE PLAN

SECTION I: STATEMENT OF LocAL LAND USE ISSUES, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Local land use issues, goals and objectives have been addressed. in the
: o ' e : : o
_publication; "Aurora, Altermative Growth Patterns, Technical Report 3: Goals
for Aurora." Refer to this'report; which has been included as’Appéndix'IQ for

a full and descriptive explanation of these issues, goais‘and objectives.

SECTION II: SUMMARY OF DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

'1l. Present Conditions
A. Population and Economy
(L) .General‘deséription
. gogulationf-67l
. location—-aiong thé Pamlico River in southeastern Beaufért
County, 28 miles southeast of Washington, the county seat, én&
130 miles’east'of Raleigh. |
s climate--temperate with.mild'winter; and summers and an
averége annuai-rainfall of 52.5".
o toEograghy-;rélatiVely.flat, rangiﬁg from sea level to 15'.
above sea level. . | |
) govérnment--mayor»aﬁd_four commissioners.
e Ltaxes--expressed as 100% of appraised value, the town anﬁ
county tax rate is_$0.62 per $100.
(2) Existing industry
.. agriculture~;Historicaily,fBééufortrCounty's mos t significént .

economic activity has been agriculture. .In Beaufort County in



-9

1970, there were approximately 1650 Farms with 158,950 actes
of land under cultivation. | |
Since 1940 égficultu£al empioymentthag dgéiihéd, supporting.
the contention that rapid adﬁance'in‘farmingvﬁechhoioéy is de-
creésing the farm labor.force. New-machinery andiﬁefhodologieé'
have broduced a éituatioﬁ'ih which tﬁevsmall'farm can mno.longer
be operatéd.competitively._.i; éddition, thi; is-indiéétiVe_of'
a trend toward gfeater vitality‘and botentialffor expanding
production thf0qgh the consolidétion éf farms, ASufficient
 evidence reveals that farming_is gradually‘becoming Sig
‘business Qithin.the county. -

e forestry--A major portion df'Beaufort-County,_including_the area
around Aurora, is forested. Theféfore,iforest,résourcés répre-
sent a majbf user of. land which has a signifiéant potential
for future'expansion1and gfo%th‘as the demand for this natural
resource increases. Even fhough at pre;ent;_thé‘annual growth
of all timber spéciés exceeds thé anﬁualbguﬁ, foreétry pre-
dictions show that by the year ZOdOvthe demand f§r wood and
wood products will be more than double the érésent aemand. The
future timbgrAneeds will be met only By intensive_and.extensiQe
use. of proper fofest management practicés, whicﬁ,lémong_qther
things, takes into consideration the‘preserﬁation of wiidliﬁe'
habitats-and the importancé‘of hardwood species to these'hébitatsh
of the.coﬁnty's 531,840 acres, 353,865 acres of land aré timber -
land. 52% of this timberland is owned 5y private companieé with

the dominant forest type being loblolly pine.

e manufacturing--Although Beaufort County's economy has tradition-



aliy been orientea toward agricultﬁfe‘and forestry;_manufac4-
 turing ﬁas‘emerged in recent years as the county's.méin soufcé
_dE new empldyment.v'ln addition,‘manufactufihg has brought ne&_
money into'the'county's econo@y. : | |

Although some manufasturing induétry is located in vériéns
places throughout the cqgngy; thg-ﬁajérity of firﬁs.énd~employf
ment ére located in the Washington érea,. Othe;Vfirms\iocatedl
in the eastern part of the éount§ éré_tﬁere'in'order to be near
.théir source of raw»ﬁate;ials.‘ Hdwever, it*is éxpected that
the major portion of any éxpanéioﬁ in manufagtufing éﬁpioyment

will occur in the Washington area.

phosphate industry--The phosphate industry i#lqhe of Beaufort

- County's newest'additiops téiits‘econémy; Tﬁé ékistenée of
phosphate reserves was,reVeéled in the latevi950is aﬁd‘c0n~
sequently Texasgulf, Inc. began'mining in 1965‘near Aurora.

The size/of the reserves indicates it ié the third 1arge$t in,
the world ﬁith an estimated 10 billion tops.of phoéphate ore‘in
_Beaufort County. |

Texasgulf, Inc. currently eﬁploys over 1000’w6;kers and has
plans to expand to 1500 workers by 1980. North Caroiina
Phosphate Campany expects to.begin consﬁructioﬁ in Iéée.l977
with initial production projected to.begiﬁ in July, 1978. It

" is estimated that peak constructioﬁ employmeht will be 800
workers. Opefationqu,the mine and plant.should Bégin sometime
in 15te_1978 Qith apérokimately 468 production employees when
full capacity is réached. | ‘

:fishing--Fishing'is a more significant economic activity for
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the Belhaven and Aurora areas théﬁ:fof other pafts of Béaufdrﬁ
County. Seafood industries predéminéntly providézoniy Seésonall-
employment for the area's uhskilleq4fémale‘lébor} Some
économists-thiﬁk'fishing.will.always play a significant roie
in Begﬁfort County'ngcoany’as it has in fhé paéfu':Thé seéki
food industry i$ expected't0 expand iﬁ ﬁh§ futufe to meet the
~demand placedvupqn it. ’Theynﬁfedict that with;proéer.éuidange'
and technology, commercial_fishiﬂg cbuld résultvin a million
dollariindustfy in the néar futﬁfe;
Curfently, the érab factory in Aur@fa employs-aﬁout‘40vworkers
and two seafood‘packing houses in‘South CfeéF ¢mp19§ é.total
of about 30 peoéle. |
Commercial analysis
The existing commercial facilities.in Aurora can be expected to
serve the basic'dailyjnéeds of.in4£own residents.' Auréra can per-

haps also be expected to capture some additional trade from the

 township area if its range of goods and services expands to meet

rudimentary needs of the people. Eurther,‘the work-dayvpopuiatipn
of the township is substéntially more than the resident population;
Mére outsiders probably wouid‘develop é strbﬁger tendéncy to visit
tﬁe‘ﬁown and utilizé its commercial district if‘récreational
dppbrtunities were.enhanced at Aurora, especially wéte;-related
actiﬁities.

Aurora operates undef two major férces, in térms of its trade area.:
First, the population is small (even if it grows to 1200 people);

therefore, the range of services it can provide is limited.

Second, Aurora is commercially isolated because no major competition -



for COmmerciéi.tradé exists withiﬁ tﬁirty miles. HbWever,
Aurora presently suppofts Seﬁerél Bﬁsineéées beyond whaf is
generally assuﬁed to be the makimum:cgpacity fof'a.;own its
size, including a.fUIniture.storg, six'beaqty shobs; an'éutq
'parts.stpre, five gas stations, three hardware”storééirtwo.
grocery storgs, and’three clotﬁing storéé.. Thus, Aurora, in sdme‘
.reSbects, functions beyond the'commexcia1 capac{ty whichnﬁould.be
considered appropfiate for small towns 6f'é similar sizg. On the
other hand, Aurora lacks sé@e basiévstofes,:notabl§ a érugstore,
a barber shop, and a répair shop. MinimiZiqg.initiél and loné_
term cost to'the_cémmunity should always be»anAiﬁpoftantVfactor
iﬁ'the locational dé;ision of. any commercial'Qentufe; ‘Therefore,f
any new éOmmercial activity shoﬁid firsf COﬁsidéfAiécaﬁiné-in'the
existing down;own-commercial area-to de;ermine if the nécéésary
amount of land and faciiities are évaiiablé. Ample vacant store-‘
-fronts exisf_to house new commercial aétivify, increasing viability
of'many businesses by feducing necesséry.initiél inveétment; Qver -
all; the projécted.popﬁlation picture makeé some commercial gtowth
abpeaf possible for Aurora. At tﬁe very least, existing merchants
should consider exbanding.theif sfock,éﬁd di&ersifying fhé rangé‘
of goods they offer.to s;rve the nbn-mébile sectors of'the.
population as.completely as possible. Thg addition'pf neede&
goods or services should increase demand and result in healthier
businesées.
Finally; sdme leisgre—ofiented commerce mighﬁ develop in Aurora:
boat sales or reﬁtals, lodgings, a tévern or anothef'restaurént,

a‘drive-in or a small theater. Some of these would orient primarily
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to outside,,tOufistéftype trade‘coming from the ferry across

the Pamlico River, from mine tours,-or from second home owners.

Other.ventures would help fillllocai”recreational needs and could

expect regular community patronage as well as occasional outside

usage. - - -

Existing Land Use

] Refer_to;the enclosed Existing Land Use Map.

- @ Refer to Appendix_I_for an evaluation of land use compatibility

problems'and problems resulting from unplanned deVelopnent.

Current Plans, Policies, -and Regulations

(1) Plans and policies

transportation plans-—(From the Land Devélopmgnt Plnn, 19685

Fbr the future development of Aurnxa ‘an egtenéiﬁé Thornughfare
Plan is not advocated. Existing and éxpected traffic.volumes

do not warrént any'elaborate-cifculation system,'and'fhe pre-
sent primary facilities, namely N.C. 33, Main Street, and Watson
Road should continne to sétinfy_the major»tfansnorgation

needsn

Recommendations in thevl968 Land Dévelopmént Plan include paving
and other necessary improvements to.exisfing'streets and adding
local and minor feSidential streets:and access roads. At the
present time the State has no<transpontation‘nlans.for this_

area.

- community -facilities plans

--A recreation, snack bar, and rest room facility which is part’
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of a-recreation master plan, haé‘juét been ;ompleéedi

--An $800,000 addition to the existing high school is under
constructioh._. | i

--A Resouréé Conservation and,Deveidpment‘dikg.iélprdeSedvfor.
Auyora. N

--An on-going rééidential streét_paving pfogram utiliziqg,ré-

 venue sharing funds is caftied_oﬁt as fund§ permit;‘-

--A harina and pierAdevelopment'ﬁlanbpréposed for fhe énd of
Main Street’ié in the pfeiimiﬁary design staée._ | |

--The "Community Facilities Plan and PubLié Improveméﬁté'Pfo-
gram for Aurofa, N.C." was completed.in Jénuary.of 1968.

A $h20,QOO HUD gfant has_just been awarded Aufora,td construéf
‘a community center, extend watef énd séwer; pg;é‘exiéting

streets and rehabilitate 30 sub-standard homes.

utilities extension policiés;éTﬁe seﬁer hook-up'poliéj applies
to ali domestic sewer service cusfoﬁers and to all éomme?cial.
and industrial sewer service customérs wi;h:a waété-output'comf
parable to domestic sewage outpﬁt.;‘Customers with waste re- B
quiring special treatment will be billed in accordance with the
town's cost for additional treatment . Ihdividual_SewerAservice
mains will be'prQQided and maintained by the town té customers'
property.lines. Sever service will be provided'to‘&omeStic
cﬁstomerg with privaté water wells for a period not to exceed
one yearp Sewer service will be provided to commercial and in-
- dustrial éuétomers with private wells only as individually
.approved by the Board of Commissioners éfter determination is
made of the volume and strength of waste to be diécharged,in;o:

the system.



TheVWatgr hdok-up policy appiiés.tg éll dOmestic,.commerciai'and
'industrial water sérvice cﬁStOmergg Each single-family d&ell-: 
Lngbor residence.aﬁd each businessfegéabliéhmeh;:ér industriai
facility shall be on a separate meter. Water_serﬁidé will be
made available to thg\propegpy}liﬁe-only.A Méteréishéll'be .
located along thé property»liné and.sﬂali.be rgédily:accessiﬁlé
to the'metgt readers at all tiﬁes, B

All ﬁatér and sewer sérvicesAIOCAted'oufside.6f_the'town_limits
will be billed at double the standard raté,_énd.all tépping fees-
will be doubled. | | :

open_space and recregtion policies--The town owns a small piece

of.land at the east end of Main Street which contains a pier aﬁd
a concrete boat ramp. There afe.étiléasg two vaéant 1§ts in

" town which are being maintaiﬁed by thé town as public open
spaces even thoughjthey aré'érivatelyfowped. A 25-acre tract

of land between Snowden Elgmenéary School and.the Aurora High -

v

School,»ownéd by Tekasgulf, has been develobed as a recreation
facility and leased to the Board of. Education. 16 includéé two
.,1ighted, paved tenﬁis courts, a lighted football field and
stadium, a running track, and lighted baéeball_fiéld, and other -
open play areas.' A 1% acre public'park develobéd by Texgsgulf

is located at the west end. of Main‘Street where'it intersécts"

N.C. 33.

Prior land use plans and policies--In 1967 a major planning study,

and subsequent plans and programs, wés»conducted through the-
Department of Conservation and Development--Division of Com-

munity Planning. The '"Land Development Plan" was published



in November of 1967 and the “Commdnity Facilities'Plan.and

1

Public. Improvements Program,’ was published in Jah@ary of 1968.

(2) Local Regulations

An ordinance providing for the zoning of the town of Aurora,

North Carolina. The¥3uilding Inspector is aﬁthorized and agsumes

- the duty of enforcing the provisions of tHis ordinance. Appeals

may be made to the Board of‘Adjustment.-;A new zoning ordinance
based on this land use plan, and which will include the one-
mile extraterritorial area, will be drafted.

Supplementary regulation of quile‘home and travél trailer parks

and related facilities for Aurora, North Carolina.v-This ordin-

ance regulates lot sizes, site placement, and other requirements
incumbent upon mobile homes and travel trailers and related

facilities. It is enforced by the Building Inspector.

Street improvement- policy. -This policy provides for the improve-
ment of streets and sidewalks in Aurora. The Town Commissioners

are authorized to make street improvements and assess cost to

property owners.

Code of General -Ordinances, Chapter G, Article I, Section I--

Property Kept Clean. This article requires all property owners

‘to keep their property in a sanitary condition and -owners of un-

occupied buildings to keep such buildings in a éaniﬁary:coﬁ-
dition and fastened against unlawful entry. This article is
enforced through written notice to the owner by the Police-Chief

or Town Clerk.

Chapter G, Article ITI, Section I. Garbage Required to be .

Promptly Removed. This article is enforced through the Mayor

and earried out by the Police Chief.
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° Chaptér C; Articlé 111, Secfién 1; 'Pfivies~Régu1a£ed} 'Thié
‘article prohibitsvthe location of privies within fiffy’feét of
any public street-pr sidewaik in Aprofa. ‘Enfércement is thro;gh
the Mayoriénd is cafried.out by thevPoliée Chief,l

‘@ Chapter G, Article I, Sectibn.I.‘ Hog Pens. Thié article
.stipulatgs-the ndmber of hogs allqwed‘péf;squéré fget and.tﬁe
‘distances such lots must be‘placed from 0ccupiédldweliingé.l
This 'ordinance is enforced<by fhé Ma&of:and:carried qutwby'thef‘

Police Chief.

e Chapter J, ArticievI, Section II. Building Permit Réquired;
This articlé reéuires that all st;uctﬁrés t6‘B¢ built inside
the corpbrate liﬁits be,certified by the Buildiﬁg Inspector‘as‘
tp plans, purpose of structufé,‘cost and-loqafiéﬁ befofe afper-
mit can be issued. This ordinancg is enforced by the.ﬁuiiding ,
Inspectdr who possesées alilfhe pdwers’conferréd\and performs
all duties p;escribed>by G.S. 160-117 and otﬁer applicable - -

statutes.

e Chapter J, Article I, Section IV. Nétionai BUiiding deé Adopted.
" This article aaopts the North Caroliné State Building Coae, 1958
edition, and the "Uniform Residentiéi Building Codé" as the.
»official building code of.;he Town 6f Aurora. It is enfqrced

by the Building Inspector.

e Septic tank régulations. The~¢ounty eﬁforces regulations thch
parallel the state regulatipns regarding theAinstallétion of
septic tanks and minimum lot size requiréﬁents.

(3) Federal and Statg Regulations
(Refer to Féderal aﬁd State Land Use regulations‘provided by the

Department of Natural and Economic Resources.)



.2,

Constraints

- A.

=11~

Land Potential.

(1)

PhySical limitations (Refer to'PhySicalﬁLimitations'Map for hazard
areas, areas with soil limitations, -and theleO—yea: flood prone
area. No steep slopes exist in this planning area and ‘are there-

fore not mapped.)-_i“

e Sources of water supply--Thé study area of Richland‘Téwnshipb.‘

lies - within the CoastallPlain of‘North'CgroIina where the terrain

.is generally flat to‘rolling,-with an overall slope to the south-

_east. The drainage pattern in the area is essentially - dendritic

with most tributaries originating in the large swampy areas.

The intérstream afeas, though topographically high relative to

the adjacent drainages, show poor circulation of water. As the

water table reservoir reﬁains near the surface and neérly‘full,-
during periodé of heéyy rainféll these areas are- largely. flooded.
The rainfall) averaging 45-50 inches in‘bne-year, is then‘mostly
rejected as overland run*dff‘tq the streams; Streém flows'a;e
substantiai and during periods of low or strbngfwinds,'gre'

affected by tides. The quality of surface water is poor. 1In

addition, the Coastal Plain of North Carolina is underlain by

a "wedge" of stratified sedimentary:rocks which, from a thin
veneer aiong the western -boundary of the area, thicken Seaward .
to about'lo,QOO feet at Cape Hatteras. These sediméntary rocks

have been divided into geologic -formations or stratigraphic units

which range in age from recent to early cretaceous or possibly

older. In génera13~the units:have a NE strike and dip south-

‘eastward at a gradient of about 20 ft/mile. They gradually change
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in lithologic chafacter; with‘the.ﬁyﬁréulic‘conductivity'de;;

~ creasing from west to east. 'Ali:the sediments betweén'thé
crystaline basement rogké and the:Water taﬁlé‘are satufatedv
with water; are interéonnectea, énd-form one confinudué gréund
water}reservoir. T |

A brief descrip;ion»of thevhydrologic cﬁafacter of‘the-various

formations follows:

--The Water Table Aduifer; coﬁsisting of ‘post-miocene deposits,
covers the.éntire area. in ig, thé ground wafef éccurs under
unconfined éqnditioﬁs‘withvthe wéter levellrangingvffom‘ianda
surface in ﬁhé SWampsvto a depth-pf mére fhén_15~feét along
thé sandy fidges.bordering the Pamlico and Neuse Rivers; :At'
aﬁ a?erage.depth of 20 feef; thé base of thié-équifef isiin
most cases‘a clay_layer which is discbntinqous in thé weétern~
part 1¢aving the aquifer‘iﬁ diréct contact w?th the Beaufort
of Castle Hayne formations. Yields.of the wells téppiﬁg the
aquifer are less than 10 gpm; its water_ié reﬁleﬁished by in-

filt;ation from rainfall.

--The Yorktown formation is separated from the water table aquifer
by relatively impermeable layers of silt and clay, the water
-occurring under confined or semi-éonfined conditions. Wells

tapping'it may yield up to 250 gpm- (gallons per minute).

--The Pungo River formation contains inter-bedded phosphatic and
montmorillonite glays; This formation does not crop out at
the surface and has poor water bearing broperties:‘ But;'while
primarily an aquitard, wells yielding‘adequate quantities of

water for domestic supplies can be'developéd from permeable
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zones . at maﬁy‘localities. The formation contains phosphorites
in an area of about 1000 miles.

--The Castle Hayne formation extends along nearly the entire

coast of'Norﬁh Carolina, thickeniﬁg aﬁd deepeniﬁg eastward at
fhe‘rate of 1O_fee§/mi1e."Iﬁ'tﬁe westernwpart; the géﬁfihing
beds are discpﬁtinuous.‘.The CastléjHéyﬁe can be_divided'ihto
twﬁ_zones, the upper being the\more permeabié'and thé mdsp
'importént aquifer of thevarea; Tﬁe Céstle'Hayne.forﬁatipn ié
absent of wells in the_ektreme“Western.part of Beaufort'Couﬁty,
yet yields from 8 inch wells tap?ing,it.elgewhéré range Qp to
300.gpm, and iOOO gpm or more can be develﬁbgd.in faﬁorable-
locations. The lower horizon grades into a_cpnfiﬁing_glaucoﬂite
siity‘cléy.and‘water'at déﬁﬁhs gfeater.than.édd ft.'Beloﬁ mean
sea level are generally brackish or saline.

~==The Beaufort formation has no known outcrop afea. While the

formation has1iglative1yngooa porosity and permeability, the

. leasﬁ.permeable-pért.is generally the uppér. In‘the western
and central part of the area, the.formatiﬁn is a fresh_wate?
aquifer, while a sample of water 470 feét Eelow'mean séa-level
at the lee Creek mine site héd a,chlbfide éonteqt éf 3000 ppm.
(U.S. Public Héél£h standards for drinking water Iimi;”a
maximum of 250 ppm. chiéride without:treatmenﬁ.)l

' --The Peedee, Black Creek, and Tuscaloose formations are.tapped

by wells west of Beaufort County.. Although these formations
may not be important for the formation of fresh ground water
supplies, their hydrologic character can be important in the

study of upward leakage into the overlying strata.
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Water use in Ricﬁland.Townshié is-iatgely restricted to groﬁnd
water squrces.. fhe Upper Castle Hayme.aquifer is tﬁe'principle,
source of water supply in the etéa;beeeusé»oflthe produetivitf_
of.the aquifer; the quality. of tﬁé mater,;and.the simplicity
of wellvcenstructionL‘ At‘certaih localities, howemet, emen'the
relatively pure‘weters of the Céstle ﬁéyné have.objectieneble
amounts'ef iron, hydrogen sﬁlfide ot“hardnessecausing minefa;s.
A complete census of all wells ie‘the area'ﬁas not been made;
However, the estlmated total wtthdrawal from the aqulfer system
in 1970 for all purposes except 1rr1gat10n was about 55 mgd
(million»gallons per day). Texasgulf and N.C. PhOSphate were
recently granted permlts by the Env1ronmental Management Com-"
mission to pump out a total of 102 mgd from the aqulfer system
(35 mgd for N. C Phosphate Corp. and 67 mgd for Texasgulf Inc. )
The full potentlalﬂof_ex1st1ng irrigation wells is about. 20 mgd,
though the use of water for irrigation varies from year tovyear,
in some years nonefbeing necessary. Most_of‘the mells in_the
area are domestic wells that generally penetrate ehly the.uPper
few feet of the‘aduifer system. The municipal well‘for the.
town ot Aurora extends to a depth of 340! into the'Beaufott
formation.
With the exception of.the water table equiferfand those uncon-
fined western areas of the underlying formations, ﬁater.in the
various units exists under artesian pressure. While the‘water
‘levels in water teble wells respond rapidly to variable recharge
rates caused-by the'infilttatioh>of precipitation, those in

artesian wells show less fluctuation under similar conditioms.
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friof to the starﬁ of pumping‘at tﬁe Lée Creek.mine; the
piezomgﬁrié surféceé (the ievel_ﬁo,wﬁiéh,water wiil fise’.
naﬁurally iﬁ 5 well) of all the hy@roggblogic ﬁnits in.Beaqurt
County were prébably everywhere‘abové seé 1evei.ifHoweve:,

- actual data céncerniQ§ water levels before_;hevbéginhing of'
‘pumping is quité'limitéd. :Thevpumping‘of the Uppép Castle

Hayne at the Lee Creek Mine; in an éffortbto kéep the.ﬁit dry,'
has created a cone. of depreésioh'héf:oﬁiy in ‘the Uppér‘Castle N
Hayne,ibut also ip the oVerlying Yorktown and Pﬁngo kiVe: form- .
ations and the undeylying Lowef}Castle'Hayne and. Beaufort form-
ations proving ﬁhe é#istence‘of hYdra#liE_conngctiéﬁ'ﬁé;ween

" all these units. This cone of depression is asymetriéal, the
short axis westward and the_iéng axis eésfward; ?The.wéter'
levels are not stabilized and.a pséudb-steady state Qaé reachéd-
aftér about 15 monthé_of pumping. Whiie in May 1966, the virtual
radius of the cone was 28.0 miles, it has 1owered the wafer level
in the'ﬁpper Castle Hayne to sbme\deéree for up to-QO miles‘from
the mine, resulting in a piezometric surface:beloﬁ sea level in
an area of about 100 miles. (See the enclosed maps: Piezo-
metric Surface of the Castle Hayne Aﬁuifer in 1965'and Upper
Castle Hayne Unit'Piezoﬁetric Sur face July'197d;) At ghe periphery
of the mine site, the piezometrip surface is aboﬁt-120 feet be Low
mean sea level where; at the start of puﬁping, it was 7 feet
above. Except for a small area in:the upper end of the Pamlico
estuéry, ground water is moving toward Leé Creek from all
‘directions with a‘fesultant ihcreased rate of‘flow from the

west and reversed direction of movement in the east. Also re-



_16_

ALBEMARLE
SOUND

Olvide 130 415

Wo.i\'\'mj‘\'on '

v_'Prmcnp\e.' <l
_Rechm—ge Areu .'
'. for \'he Co.sﬂe.

Huyne Aquer .°‘

PIEZOMETRIC SURFACE OF THE CASTLE. HAYNE AQUIFER IN 1965
.. _ '~ (N.C. Department of Water and Air Resources)



-17-

Scale '
Q E 10 Mmiles
, N

. : : - . - .

» it iiiee . WASRINETON D TYRRELL
.o . . ._-" H‘l ‘..._.,,.'....‘
R s \‘A.... o

* A L W TR 0P N '

' e

~aar,,

A MATTARUSHETY

WARE

UPPER CASTLE HAYNE UNIT PIEZOMETRIC SURFACE JULY, 1970
(N.C. Dept. of Water and Air Resources) :




-18-

versed is the greéter 1eakagé upwé#d,.ouf of the éaétle-Hayﬁe
'intbonerlying aquifers and éstuéries,.;o.the.preégnf dayv
greater leakage downward. While lgakage ié ﬁsuallyvﬁelpful
in improviﬁg'tﬁe peffotmance of wells, it may reéulf'in'the coﬁ-"
tamination éf thevéugped aquifer by interceptionjéf-gurfacgiand.
groﬁnd Water having undesirablé dualiﬁiés; While formerly maﬁy
- of the farmers in the area énjoygd the conveﬁiénce of rowing_
wells in pasturéé or pumping»their wéllé'with suction puﬁps,
the.impact of the comne has made'neéessar§,the»édnvefsidn of

j960 dpmestic'and-45:irrigatidnxweiis to deep well pnits."

There is wide disagreement among expeffs’conég;ning.tﬁe ﬁagniﬁude
'of’rechargé to the Castle Hayne aquifer with estimates Qf[belo@
65 mgd to as much as 280 mgd;. The argﬁménts éré ﬁaini§ éoﬁ;
-cerned with the areal extent of the reChérge area, &i;ﬁ

estimates from below1170 squére miles to as mu;h as 500 squaré
miles. Preséntly there is insufficient aatavand much dis-
agreement'involved.in‘thé iésue of possible‘sélt'wéter.intrusion
aﬁd contamination of the fresh watexlsubplies. 'That.the'ﬁéluable
phosphatg deposits overlying tﬁe Castle Hayne aquifer should be
mined is an idea feadily acceptab1e to all'céncerped. However,
the idea that in.the proceéé of mining or other-activities the |
quality of the aquifer system must be pfeserved islgquaily‘
g;cepted as being very important. With‘thé advent ﬁf additional
mining companies in the.area conée:n over £h¢ aquifer is

heightéened, and contradictory predictions as to their probable

effect on the aquifer system have been madé. Understandably,

the protection of the fuﬁure-quéligy and source of their water
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supply is also a major cqﬁcerh fofighe citizené of Aurora;
Under the directiéﬁ of the N.C. Edard of Water Resoufceé,
studies are'continﬁing‘tobbe cond@gted in an éffprtfto_betterv
underStapd.thé make?up of the aquifér éxétem‘and?'thus, to be’
able to manage its uge more effectivelyﬂ, (See enélosed mépﬁ‘_

”

Ground Water Re;héfge Areas.)

(2) Fragile areas (Refer‘to'Fragilé Areas Map for information on wet-
lands, prime wildlife habitats, estuarine waters, and public trust’

waters.)

(3) Areas with resource potential (Refer tq'Resourcg Potenfial;Afeas
Map for informatioﬁ on productive aﬁd uniduevagricuiturai lands,
éotentially Qaluable mineral sites, outdoor recreaﬁion lanqs, and
areas well-suited for woodland manégement.) .

. ‘ B. Capacity of Community Facilities

(1) Existing water.and sewer service areas

'y wiggzr-All residential streets within the Aurora foWn»limits
are serviced by water 1ines;' Grace Drive’aﬁd the southern
portion of 7th Street are being served by P.V.C{ 1inés as is
the pértion of Main Street that is east of lst Street.

e Sewage--Most of the residentialfstrééts north of N.C. 33 are
ﬁairly well servéd by sewage lines.f The exception is‘thg |
extreme northern portion of thevtownp kesidences alonglN.Ci
33 and south of that highway use septic tanks.

(2) Design capacity of existing facilities

e Water treatment facilitv--Aurora has one deep well to a depth
of 340 feet with an average flow of 500 gpm and a treatment

. capacity of .288 mgd. The peak load to date is .082 mgd. The' .
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town has one water .tower for:étoring 100 mg of treated water.

The present system can serve‘lZOO‘pebple.

“ waste watérvfaciiitv--Auroré has 3.44acfg:étéﬁiiization lagoon -
and a l-écfe'polishing lagoon. The éresent-c§paCity iS .120
‘mgd and the average éaily}loéd_tb-date is ,OSQ.mgd. :Ihe:pre}
sent sy;temAcan;éer?e.lZOO people.' . R . |
) schools --The Aurora Hiéh Schdél isvsituatéd on a 10.4 écré ;ité,and

contains érades eight through tﬁelve; The.curreﬁt eﬁtollment

(May 1976) is 472 pupils; Thepé gre 18 émall.ciéserOms and.

- an inadeduate.library.v The schoolbcontains an auditériﬁm;.al
lunchroom, é 1eés4than-satisfact6p& gymnasium; and an‘out-of-‘
date'shop. An $800,000 addition to the high school‘is'éurrentiy
under construction. The Snowden Elementéry,SchoSl is(iocaéed
just outside the corporate 1iﬁits on a 13n9-acre'sipe; It
Houses grades kindérgarten'tﬁfoﬁgh seven. The current enroll-
ment (Maybl9]6) is 569 pupils. Theré are 25 small classrooms -
with an inadeqUate:iibréry, oné»gymnasium, dne lunch;oom, énd
a shop shared with the high school.: |

) ;ggggj-Highway 33 from the township line east to Aurora averagés

1633 vehicle trips per 24 hours. ‘Ffom Aﬁfora éast'to the county
line it averagesiS?O vehicle trips per 24 hoﬁré. The design
standard for two lane primary road; is 21,600'vehicle tfips‘
per 24 hours; |

(3) Percent utilization of existing community facilifies
' o The water treatment facility is being.utilized/at.ZS% of capacityi
@ The waste water facility is being utilized at 41.6% of capacity.

e The high school is being utilized at 89.3% of capacity.
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) The elementary school is belng utllrzed at 93% of. eapac1ty
e North Carolina nghway 33 is belng utlllzed at 7 5% of capac1ty
| at its p01nr qf greatest usage.
C. Estimated Demand

@8] 'Population.and economic projections '

e Historic populatlon (1950- 1970), estlmated p0pu1at10n (1973 1975)

'and population pro1ect10ns_jl980 2000) for Aurora North Carollna

The population projections for the>town of Aurora.are based on

an analysis‘of“two'base line projections: Population and Pro-

jections 1970-2000 by the North Carolina Department of Adminis-

tration, Office of State Planningg.l974'and the'OBE'Base-Line

Population Proiecrions by the Research Triangle_Institure.. In.
addirion, detailed analyses ef tpwn‘water and eener hoek-uns,

_ gqvernment pepulation esﬁimares for revenue sharing, and other
tewn data WereAmade no supélement these projections. Local

) popularion changes due to the phosphate industry eonstructionA
and mining were also taken into_eqneideratinn.i |

 The figures that fpllow are a combination-of che abore'daté and
represent a continuous rate of growth of 8.27% every five years
between 1970-2000. This was the estimated rate from 1970-1975.
If Aurora pursuee'the goale to artract second hpme‘development
and/er new industries, tne:rate_of.growth could be greater;_
these additional pepulatipns arekdescribed under pdrential pro-
jected additional ennmer popnlation and potential projectedl

" additional pepularion due to nen indnstry, but.are not included

in the base projections:
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1974 6854
1975 | 6715
1080 - || 7266 || 257
1985 ' ' 7866 - 357 508 409
1990 8506 437 608
1995 _ || 9208 )| 497 658
| 2000 . 9956 537 1258
2025 147610
NOTES:

1. Source: U.S. Census Data
2.

This 38.1% increase from 1960 to 1970 was due to two major factors: first, the annexation
of South Village and second, the influx of people with jobs related to Texasgulf, Inc.
Source: U.S. Census Data

. Source: U.S. Department of the Treasury, Offuce of Revenue Sharing.
. Source: State of North Carolina, estimate for Revenue Sharing.

. Source: Town of Aurora, estimate from water hook-ups.

. Thisrepresents a constant 8.2% increase for the five years. This rate is subject to major change .

depending upon construction of new phosphate mmmg facilities, the occupancy of public
housing units and other events. 1n a town of this size, consuderlng the magnitude of impact
of the phosphate mining, major fluctuations can be expected.

. National development experts predict a new wave of secand home-resort development in the

Coastal Plains Region inland from the coast, but this additional population is dependent upon,
the town pursuing the goal of developing the»second home and tourist potential.

. Although Aurora has selected industrial sites, a requirement it fulfilled prior to winning the

Governoer's Award in 1975, and has a goal of diversifying its mdustrlal base, these figures are
highly speculative.

. Aurora will have to absorb most of this addmonal population.
. This represents a constant 8.2% increase for. 5-year lncrements See note number six for

additionat constraints on this estimate.
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e Economic developﬁent of any regioﬁ is critically tied to patterns
-of landjuée'inclﬁding changes iﬁ these batterns ov¢f"pime} Thig
aréabis riow primarily foresf ahd,qrpp}and éhd;,;n varying |
degrees, hSS_histoficaily been used as éuch.‘ iﬁdustriai ex-
pansion'and‘correqugdipg degiines'in agrigultqrél léndvﬁaye
had 6n1§ a moderate impact;iﬁ thié afea:-TOnl§ 2.3Z.of-Beaufor£
County is urban é#d deVelopéd;_26Z'i$ in‘croﬁlénd; L.Sz iﬁ
pastufes; 64.4% is in forests.i.Mosﬁ of thé‘devélopme;t existiﬁg
in the area is dependenf to'somé'exteﬁp ﬁpon néfﬁral‘resburces‘l
of thé region, in barticular ﬁhe agriéultural_feftiiify‘qf the
soil,‘the éuitability of theiapea fér.woédlaﬁds,vénd iﬁéreasingly,
the availaﬁility of mineral resources. Industry has also_beén :
attracted to the érea by the”largé supply of Qhékilled'fafm
.1ébor, relatively Low wages, 1ackvof unionization; avéilabie

© water transport, éndineérneéé to major mid-Atlantié mgrkéts.
‘In North Caroliﬁa the trend has Beeﬁ toﬁard féwef aéres devoted
to farming,‘a cofrésponaing decrease in the:numbervofAfarms and -
gn increase in the average size of farm units.
(2) Future land needs

e It is estimated that Aurora will grow from 671 to 871 for a nét
gain of 200 people in the 16 year planning periéa. Aaditionally,
an estimate of 40 new people will’bevadded to. the qne-mile. |
extraterritorial planning area in fhe next 10:yeérs. This gives
a total estimate of 240 people to be allocated to the develqped{
t;ansitidﬁ, community and rural land clasées; _An estimate has
been made that 50% of the projected population will be'absorbed_
_in the transifiqn‘claésified lands requiring 64 acres, 5% will

be absorbed as in-fill in the community classified land, 457%
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~will be allocated to the deveioéed?laﬁ& classificéeien as
in-fill, and 0% will be alloWee in'tﬁe rural claésified land,
(refer to’Aépendix I: _Goale ﬁor_Aqrora;.eebeeially goal six,
for the baeis of these‘decisions)}_
- (3) Commuﬁity facilities demand
. Community éerV1ces to adequately serve the progected populatlon

in the tranSLtlon and in- flll developed areas include,. sAa__
mlplmum, roads, educatlonal.ﬁac;lltles:Pand watervand sewef'

services

SECTION III: ' EXISTING LAND.USE MAP

(See enclosed Existing Land Use Map, page 6A)

SECTION IV: LAND CILASSTIFICATION MAP

(See enclosed Land Classification Mép)

SECTION V: MAP AND WRITTEN TEXT DESCRIBING AND INDICATING APPROPRIATE DEVELCP -
: . MENT FOR PROPOSED ‘AREAS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN

(See enclosed Potential Areas of Environmental Concern Map)

1. Coastal Wetlands--other coastal marshes

¢ These are defined as any Sait marsh or other marsh éubject to regelar or
occasional flooding by tides, including wind tides - (whether or not the
tide waters.reach the marshland areas throuéh'natural'or artificial
water‘eourses), provided this shall notvinclude hurricane.or tropicel,

storm tides. Salt marshland or other marsh shall be those areas upon
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. vhich gr‘ow some salt marsh and marsh pAlant species. Coastal wetlands -
.described as other coastal marshland exist on both sides of South

Creek and in large areas along Bailey Creék,to_the'ﬁorth’of Aurora.

They are composed méinly of black<need1erush>(Juncus roemerianus) and

common cat-tail (Typha latifolia).

e . Significance: This marshland type contribths.t§'§he deﬁri;us supply
necessary to the highly productiQe egtuaripérsystém e;séntiai t§ Ndrph.
Caroliﬁa'é économically valuabie commeréial sboffé fishéfies. .The com- 
position of these.types éf ma}shes is differéqﬁ;f?om tidél mérshes and
each apparently has different relationshipstwith the surrdundiné'waters.

. Variations in drainage, length of inun&atién, ahdvsaliﬁity are thought to
be the majof features determining the-distribution of'plants.and_animals.
This marshland typé also serves as aniimppftant_déterréﬁg-to shérelihe

. - erosion especially in those marshes containing heavily rooted species

such as Juncus roemerianus .- fhe marsﬁland to the north of Aﬁrora.is
.espécially imp(.)rta‘nt ‘in absorbing water from l_stor;n t.ides:and'thevrefor-e
acts as a buffer‘to the town.

° Appropriéte land use: All'm@rshlands in Aurora and the onefmilé area
surrouhding Aurora, will be conservéd in their preSent state. Sufficient
sites already exist ﬁor water accesslwithout breaching marshlénds.
Locating such water-relatea facilities as boat ramps, piérs, do;ks, and
ma:inas.in marshlands may be justified in theifgture only by'changés in
land usé.demands ér'community‘develapment objeétives, but in no case
shail the allocation exceed the capacity of the ﬁarshland system to sus- .
tain losses without harm £o the estuarine»ecp-system.

2. Estuarine Watérs

. e These are defined as all the water of the Atlantic Ocean within the
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boundary‘of North Carolina.and all.thé.watefé éf-the bays, éounds,
rivers, and tribu;a%ies thereto seawat& of.fﬁe_éiViding 1ine-between
éoastal fishing waters and_inlqnd fiéhing'w§tefs,.éSISét forth in an
agreemént adopted by the Wildlife.Reséurcés Commi;éion and thé‘Depart-'
ment of Copsggvation aﬁd DeVe&opment filed w%th‘the Secret&;y:of'Stéte
entitled "ﬁoundary Lines, North Cafolina Comméfciéi Fishing Inland
Fishing Waters, revised March 1, 1965,” or as it may be:subseqﬁéntiyv
revised by the Legislature. S

Significénce: Estuaries are among the mést produétive ﬁatural environ-
ments of North Carolina. They not 6n1y'5upport valuable,commefciaivand
Spprfs'fiéheriés, but aré also utilized'fof_comme:ciai‘navigation, re;
creation, apd aesthetic purposess Speciés dependent upon'estuaries such
as menhaden, shrimp, flounder, oyster;.andvcrébs makeiupibver 90 pefcent
of the total value of Nofth Caroiina‘s commercial catch. ThéséISpeciés~
must ééend all or soﬁe part-of their 1life cycle in the gstuafy. The
high level of commercial.and sports fisherieé_ana the aes;hetic appeal.
of Coastal North»Carolina is dependent upon the.prqtéction and sustaingd
quality of our estuarine areas. In addition, the gstuarine waters
ldcated within the extraterritorial jdrisdiction of Aurora pfovide one
of the best wintering areas in the entire state for Canvasback Ducks and
other water fowl species.

Appropriate land use: Estgariﬁe waters within.the extraterritorial area
of Au?ora.will be conserved. Bulkhgading toiprevent erosion and the
building ¢f piers or wharfs where no other feasible alterﬁatiﬁe exis;s
may be allowed within estuarine waters.provided thét such land uses will
not bé det?imental to the biological and physical estuarine functiOns and

public trust rights. Such proposed projects must include a statement
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of impact on existing‘navigation channels; shoreline erosion potential,
spoil deposition below mean high tide;_changes in watet circulation
patterns, changes 'in water quality standards,.and effects on shellfish
waters. The development of additionélﬂnavigation_channels_shbuld be

prohibited because of the exiﬁtence,bf én-adequate system.

‘3. Fragile, Historic or Natural Resource Areas, Areas that Sustain Remnant

Species

These are areaé that sustain remnant ;pecies br,ﬁﬁose plaCés tHat suppor;-
native plants or animals,vrare dr endgngefed, within the coastal area.
Such placés.provide habitat conditions necessary for the'survival.of
existing pOphlations‘of‘cémmﬁnities of rare or éndangére& speéiés'within
the‘couﬁty. In the extraterritorial jurisdiction of Aurora, habitat con-

ditions exist and sightings have been made.of several'eﬁdangered épecies.

Two 3-4 foot alligators were sighted in a canal inside the town limits

in the spring Of 1975_and'tw0'osprey nests.(ong to the south of the toWn
on South Creek and‘bﬁe to the north on'Whitehurst.Creek) have beén
identified by the local wildlife protector. In additionm, this area érb- -
vides habitat for Canvasback Ducks and the'Red Cockaded‘WOodée;ker,.both
§f which>have been sightéd in this area. |

Significaﬁce: ‘The continued survival of cértain native piapts énd animals

in the coastal area that are now rare or endangered cannot be assured un-

.less the relatively few well-defined areas pfoviding‘ﬁecéssary habitat

conditions. are protected from development ofulahd uses that might alter
these conditions: These habitats and the species they support provide a
valuable educational and scientific resource.

Appropriate land uses: The absolute preservation of these areas in their -

‘natural state is extremely important in order to protect the habitat con-

ditions_responsiﬁle for the continued survival of the respective plants.
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or animals. All habitats in this area are adjacent to or located in
marshlands which lends even stronger support for conserving these areas.
Therefore, all such areas that can be positively identified as areas

supporting rare or endangered species will be preserved. -

4. Public Trust Areés-ffublic'Trusg%ﬂaters

e These are defined as ocgaﬁ and estuarine wateré.piﬁs coastal'streams;.
tributaries and lakes in which Ehe pﬁbiic_may have righfs of néQigétion;
access or other public trust rights. o

e Significance: The.pﬁblic has tights'iﬁ Ehese.wgters inéluding naVigatioh ,.
and recreation. In addition, ﬁhésé,watérs support valuable coﬁméréial
and Spbrts fisheries and have aesthetic value. A léfée portioﬁ of the
surface waters within the extraterritorial limits of Aurora provide public_'

_ rights for navigation, recreation and sp0r£s_fishéries; “

. Appropriate land uses: Any land use wﬁich interferes with the éublic right
of navigation, or other pubiié trust figﬁts thch the ppblic'may,be found -
to ha?e.in these watgrs, shall not be alloWed.. Thé building'of piers?
wharfs; marinas, or bﬁlkheads to prevent erosion shail be ailowed in
appropriate locations provided that such uses will not bé'detrimental
to the biological and physical functioms and bublic trust.rights. Thg
development ofinavigation channels in these.publié trﬁst wafers are not
éssential because of thosé already existiné and will therefore_bg‘pro?
hibited. Othér projects which would directly bf indirectly:block or
impair existing navigation channels, increase shoreline erosion, deposit
spoils below mean high tide, géuse adverse water cifculation pattefns,
violate water quality standards, or céuse‘degradation of shellfish waters
are generaliy considered incompatiblé ﬁith the ménage@ent of public trust

waters.
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Natural Hazard Areés-;Floodwaygv

@ These are defined as the channel and that portion of the‘flpodplaiﬁ of‘a'

stream determined to provide passage for the 100-year flood without in-

~creasing the elevation of that flobd at any boint by more than one foot.

Significance: Fioodways‘servg as the main chammel for the2passage of

flood waters. Development Within’the floodway_mayiincrease the potential

of £lood damage and unreasonably endénger:life and propérty.

Appropriate land uses: A éeftain degree of‘deveippéent will be allcwed :
if land uses coﬁform tovthe gﬁideiiﬁés sét fdrthvinlchaﬁter X--federal
insﬁrance Administration, Subéhapter B--Nafional Flood Inéurén¢e Pr§gram,.

Part 1910--Criteria for Land Management and Uéé,11910, 3d. Firét priority

for land uses in a floodway will be given to those non-intensive re-

" creational, rural, and conservation uses listed in G-S 143-215.54. 1In

the case of the town of Aurora where two-thirds of the town lies in a
floodplain, any land use meeting the Federal Insurance Administration

guidelines will be allowed. Much development already ¢xists in the

floodplain and economic and efficient-land use criteria can justify a

continuation of this development trend. Theréfore, the following zonation
plan will be followed {see diagram--Requirements.of:Structures,in Flood

-
Prone Areas):
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. : --zoﬁe »A---This is the 1an%1 area from ﬁ'ﬁe mééﬁ high water’ lével‘ inlanci'

‘to the four foot cbntour; Thg'finiéhed floor elevation of éll néw
éoﬁstruction invthis zone will Hévé ﬁo-bévélevété&‘a.minimum of seven
(7) feet. _Af the>present,Ano homes in Auréfa are in violation of.;his;
restrictioni . |

;-Zoné_B--This is the land area from ‘the fouy foétfcontour inland to.the'
‘six foot contour. The fihished.fléor elevaéioﬁ-of all new cqﬁst?;¢ti6n
in‘Fhisbzone will have to be elevated a minimﬁm'of fouf (4)»fget.

-~Zone C4-This is the land areé from the Sik foot contou; inland to the
Soundéry of the 100-year flood'p;éne_éreq;‘ ihis'boundafy-coipéides
épproximately with the.eight foot.-contour. The finisﬁed.floér eie&étion
of all new constfuctibn‘ in this zone will have 'It‘o be. .elevétéd a minim&n
_of twe (2) feet or else be flOOdfPfOOfedAin some accéptable'm?nher.

. 6. Natural Hazard Areas--Coastal Floodplain

e These are defined as- land éreas adjacént to cdéstai sounds, estuéfies or
. the ocean which are prone ﬁo flooding from sforms with an anhual pfo-
bability of ohgﬂpercent or greater (l100-year storm)_as identified.by the_
State Geologist.

e Significéncei' Coastal'flbodplains are those lénds‘subject ﬁo flooding or
“wave action during severe storms or hurricanes. “They é;e lénd§~ﬁhere
uncontrolled, incompatible, or improperly designed buildings, structures,
facilities, and other development can unreasonably endanger life:and |
'property. R

. Approptiate land uses: Any land use that occurs must conform wiﬁh the
standards of the Federal Ipsurance Administration for coastal flood
«haza¥d a:éas aﬁd safety dufing the]flbod surge from a iOO-year storm.

‘ : (Code of Federal Regulations, Title 24, Chapter 10, _Sub_c_hapter B).
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However, no~addi;ional deyelOpment shduld Eé allowed in thé anstal
floodplain within the extrétgrritoriéi area.  Thete‘is no ﬂévéiopment
trend in these éreas;vthere areuvery:fewlécﬁess boiﬁtévand the coastal
floodplain borders éstuarine waters Vhiéh aré excellent wintering areas -
fof several species of ducks,&ineludiég fhe:Canvasback.__Cénééquently}.
no economié justification.fpr development_in'tﬁegeiareés preséntlyf‘
exists: -
Enforcement
e The toﬁn of Aurora has notified tﬁe Coastal Resoﬁrces CommiSSion of its.
‘ intehﬁ to develop an enforcement program enabling‘the town to.isépé minor

-permits in the areas of environmmental concern.

SECTION VI: CITY-COUNTY RELATIONSHIP DEFINED

Beaufort County recognizes and acknoﬁleages Aurora's right to éstabliéh.the
one—mile,éxtraterritorial area and its efforts tqidevelop a land use plan to_-v
control development within the boundaries of that area. Hoﬁevér, some probleﬁs
regarding inconsistenciesjbgtween.the tﬁo élans have,arisen!

" The town of Aurora.B;gan its planning process to comply with the Coastal
Area Management Act in September of 1974 and complgﬁed the Subgtanée of the
pians in August of 1975. Throughépt most of this time’ the Beaufort Coungy plan-
" ning process_waé from three to six months behind the Aurora process.

The inconsistencies‘wﬁich exist between the town's and the coun£y'é plaﬁ can .
be attribufed, at 1eas£ in part, to this time lag. However, another‘and éerhaps .
‘more imporﬁant reasoh is that Aurora'é plan was developed to a greater detail
than the county plan, especially with respect to the rural classes of land.

Aurora's planners wetre able to obtain data which allowed for'a more refined
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épproach to the‘identification and élassifica£ion:6f'fural land in the planﬁing
aréa, In éddiﬁion, the to&n of Aurora believes fhepe are significaﬁt queétionsA
concerning the validity of\the}tounty's goai ofvdaming fﬁe-faﬁliéo River. Améng
-fhe most.signifi;ant of thésé questioné isvﬁhéther ﬁhe quality of:benefits deﬁ '.
rived from the project would reflectkthé high éost'involﬁed, Aléé,'fhefe are
serious questions regarding enyi:onmenfaivdamagevqnd:fioéd~protection which>must
be answered before any prﬁject of tﬁisjtype'ié undetﬁaken. |

Regardless of these few confiicts,‘a spiri;.qf Eobberatibn,does.éxist betVeen
Aurora's planners and1ﬁhe Beauforﬁ County plannér-as weii as bétweeé the town and
the County Boafd of Commissioners."Hopefgily?'ﬁhis_coopération.Wili.gvenﬁﬁally

lead to a resolution of the conflicts, .
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